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The New Neighbors 

DIALOGUE 

Nancy and Tessa are talking about the new neighbors. 

Nancy: Looks like you landed yourself some new neighbors! Okay, let's 

get down to brass tacks. What's the dirt on them? I mean, you did 

go over and break the ice already, didn't you? 

Tessa: I'll say. I popped in on them right after the last stick of furniture 

was lugged into the house. I sized them up real fast. Take it from 

me, they're kind of off-the-wall. He's okay but as for her, the 

lights are on but nobody's home. I don't mean to put her down, 

but the lady's a trip! She's sort of a cold fish, too. 

Nancy: Well, try to go easy on her. She was probably pretty crazed. I 

mean, moving is no picnic. Once they've had a chance to pull it 

together, I bet they turn out to be real nice. All right. Let's cut to 

the chase. JVhat do they look like? 

Tessa: I have to admit it. She's a knockout. I'm telling you. She's got a 

figure that won't quit. She's stacked. And you should see him ... a 

total hunk. He looks like your typical jock. 

Nancy: You know, I'm starting to hate their guts. 
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Translation of dialogue in standard English 

The New Neighbors 

DIALOGUE 

Nancy and Tessa are talking about the new neighbors. 

Nancy: Looks like you found yourself sc)me new neighbors! Okay, let's 

talk about the essentials. What's the inside information on them? 

I mean. you did go over and introduce yourself already, didn't you? 

Tessa: Absolutely. I went over to visit without notice right after the last 

piece of furniture was brought into the house. I evaluated them 

real fast. Believe me, they' re kind of different. He· s okay but as 

for her, she's not very bright. I don· t mean to criticize her, but 

the lady's_ rather strange! She's sort of unfriendly, too. 

Nancy: Well, try to be tolerant of her. She was probably pretty agitated. I 

mean, moving is not easy. Once they've had a chance to get 

organized. I bet you discover that they're real nice. All right. 

Let's get to the most important issue. What do they look like? 

Tessa: I have to admit it. She's gorgeous. rm telling you. She's got a 

figure that's fantastic. She's very big-breasted. And you should 

see him ... a total masculine man. He looks like your typical athlete. 

Nancy: You know. _I'm starting to completel)' despise them. 
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Dialogue in slang as it would be heard 

The· New Neighbors 

DIALOGUE 

Nancy 'n Tessa 'r talking about the new neighbors. 

Nancy: Looks like ya landed jerself s'm new neighbors! Okay, Jet's get 

down ta brass tacks. What's the dird on 'em? 1 mean. you did go 

over 'n break the ice already, didn' chew? 

Tessa: I'll say. I popt in on 'em ride after the las· stick of furniture was 

lugged inta the house. I sized 'em up real fast Take it from me. 

they're kinda off-the-wall. He's okay bud as fer ha, the lights ·r 

on but nobody's home. I don· mean ta put 'er down. but the 

lady's a trip! She's sort of a cold fish, too. 

Nancv: Well. try ta go easy on 'er. She was prob'ly preddy crazed. I mean, 

moving·s no picnic. Once they've had a chance ta pull it tagether, 

I bet they turn out ta be real nice . .A wright. Let's cut ta the chase. 

Whaddo they look Ii ke? 

Tessa: l haf ta admid it. She· s a knockout. rm telling you. She· s godda 

figure that won't quit. She's stact. An· you should �ee him ... a 

todal hunk. He looks like yer typical jock. 

Nancy: Ya know. I'm starding ta hate their guts. 
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Vocabulary 

_ break the ice (tQ) exp. to make the first move in establishing communica

tion• I'm going to break the ice with the new employee; I'm going to make 

the first move in establishing communication with the new employee. 

cold fish (to be a) exp. to be an unfriendly person• How can she be such 

a cold fish when her parents are so friendly?; How can she be such an 

unfriendly person when her parents are so friendly? 

crazed (to be) adj. to be agitated as a result of being very busy • I have so 

much work to do today, I'm a little crazed; I have so much work to do today, 

I'm a little agitated. 

• NOTE: This adjective comes from the expression "to be going crazy."
• SYNONYM: to be bouncing off the walls exp. to be so busy and moving

that it appears that one is literally propelling from one end of the room to

the other.

cut to the chase (to) exp. to go directly to the most essential part or 

culmination of a story•/ don't care about the details. Just cut to the chase. 

Are they reall_v going to get a divorce?; I don't care about the details. Just 

go directly to the culmination ·of the story. Are they really going to get a 

divorce? 

• NOTE: This expression was derived from the movie industry. Audiences

used to commonly fill the theaters to watch westerns which would typically

culminate in an exciting chase scene. If a director felt that it was taking too

long to get to this part of the movie, he would instruct the editor to "cut to

the chase" to keep the viewers from getting bored.

• SYNONYM: to cut to the juicy part exp.

� NOTE: the juicy part exp. the most interesting, and usually shocking,

part of a story. 

dirt n. • 1. gossip, scandal • Got any new dirt to· tell me?; Do you have any 

new gossip to tell me?• 2. material which causes corruption, pornography 
• What is this di rt you' re reading?; What is this corruption you' re reading?
• ALSO: dirty adj. pornographic, obscene • I found my little brother looking

at dirty magazines!; I found my little brother looking at pornographic
magazines! • My parents don't tolerate dirty language spoken in their home;

My parents don't tolerate obscene language spoken in their home.
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get down to brass tacks (to) exp. to discuss the essential matters • / 

would love to continue talking about my vacation but we really should get 

down to brass tacks; I would love to continue talking about my vacation but 

we really should discuss the essential matters. 

go easy on someone (to) exp. to be lenient with someone• I don't know 

why the judge went so easy on the criminal; I don't know why the judge was 

so lenient with the criminal. 

• ANTONYM (Ir to throw the book at someone exp. to give someone the

maximum punishment (said only of the court system) • The judge really

threw the book at him!; The judge really gave him the maximum

punishment!

• ANTONYM (2): to come down on someone exp. to criticize someone

severely • Her parents are always coming down on her; Her parents are

always criticizing her.

hate one's guts (to) exp. to despise someone intensely right down to the 

core of his/her being• I hate his guts!; I despise him right down to the core 

of his being) 

hunk n. an extremely muscular and virile man • What a hunk!; What an 

extremely muscular and virile man! 

• ALSO: hunky adj. extremely muscular and virile • Your brother's so

hunky!; Your brother's so muscular and virile!

"I'll say" exp. "Absolutely!" 

• SYNONYM: "You said it!" exp.

• ANTONYM: "No way!" exp. "Absolutely not!"

jock n. athlete• My father used to be a real jock when he was in school; My 

father used to be a real athlete when he was in school. 

knockout (to be a) adj. to be a stunning beauty • Your mother's a 

knockout!; Your mother is a stunning beauty! 

• SYNONYM: to be a ten exp. to be rated the highest on a scale of 1-10.

land oneself something (to) exp. • to acquire something after a great 

deal of effort•/ heard you just landed yourself a great job!; I heard you just 

acquired a great job!• !just landed a big contract with a national company!; 

I just acquired a big contract with a national company! 
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• NOTE: The verb "to land'' is commonly used in regards to fishing: to land

. a.fish; to catch a fish and bring it to shore.

off-the-wall (to be) adj. to be highly unusual and bizarre• You really like 

him? He's so off�the-wall; You really like him? He's so unusual and bizarre. 

• Her sense of humor is really qff-the-wa/1; Her sense of humor is really

bizarre.

• SYNONYM: to be out there exp. • She's really out there!; She's really

bizarre!

,_.:, NOTE: The expression "to he out there" refers to "out there in space" or 

"in another world." 

picnic (to be a) adj. enjoyable experience (usually used in the negative "to 

be no picnic") • You think I like having to tell him he's fired? Believe me. 

This is no picnic for me; You think I like having to tell him he's fired? Believe 

me. This is not an enjoyable task for me. 

• SYNONYM: to be a snap exp. • The math homework was a snap; The math

homework was extremely easy.

pop in (to) exp. to arrive without notice• I wish she wouldn 't just pop in on 

us all the time. Why doesn't she ever call us first?; I wish she wouldn't just 

arrive at our house without notice all the time. Why doesn't she ever call us 

first? 

• ALSO: to pop over exp. to arrive unceremoniously (or without notice) •

Why don't you pop over after the movie?; Why don't you come over after

the movie?

• SYNONYM: to drop in exp. • You'll never believe who dropped in today!;

You'll never believe who arrived without notice today!

pull it together (to) exp. to become organized• How am I possibly going 

to be able to pull it together before they arrive?; How am I possibly going 

to be able to get organized before they arrive?• How 'd you pull the dinner 

together so fast?; How did you organize the dinner so fast? 

• VARIATION: to get it together exp.

put someone or something down (to) exp. to criticize someone• 

Why do you put me down for everything I do?; Why do you criticize me for

everything I do? • Stop putting down her peiformance! I thought it was 

terrzfic; Stop criticizing her performance! I thought it was terrific. 
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• SYNONYM: to jump all over someone exp. • Quit jumping all over me
about it!; Quit criticizing me about it!

size someone or something up (to) exp. to evaluate someone or 

something• I sized him up and just don't like him; I evaluated him and just 

don't like him.• After sizing up the situation, I don't think we should proceed 
any further; After evaluating the situation, I don't think we should proceed 

any further. 

stacked (to be) exp. to have large breasts• She says she doesn't like being 
stacked because it puts too much weight on her shoulders; She says she 

doesn't like having such large breasts because it puts too much weight on 

her shoulders. 

stick of furniture n. single piece of furniture • After the fire, they don't 
have a stick offurniture left; After the fire, they don't have a single piece of 

furniture left. 

"Take it from me" exp. "Believe me." 

" . . . that won't quit" exp. " ... that is exceptional " • She has a face that 
won't quit! She has a beautiful face!" 

• SYNONYM: for days exp. • He has a body for days!; He has a fantastic

body!

"The lights are on but nobody's home" exp. said of someone who 

appears to be awake yet is hopelessly oblivious and slow. 

• SYNONYM (I): not to be cooking on all four burners exp. not to be using

one's entire brain.

• SYNONYM (2): not to have both oars in the water exp.
• SYNONYM (3): "The elevator doesn't go all the way to the top" exp.

trip (to be a) exp. to be rather strange • I've never met anyone so bizarre. 
She really is a trip!; I've never met anyone so bizarre·. She really is strange. 

• SYNONYM: to be screwy exp.• He's screwy!; He's crazy!

turn out (to) exp. to conclude • They turned out to be great friends; They 

concluded by being great friends. 

• SYNONYM: to end up exp. • They ended up by compromising; They

concluded by compromising.
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PRACTICE THE VOCABULARY 

[Answers to Lesson Two, p. 210} 

A. Complete the sentence by filling in the blanks with the

appropriate word(s) from the list below.

ice 
tacks 
wall 
stacked 

fish 
knockout 
size 
that won't quit 

dirt 
guts 
pull 
turn 

l. She's got a beautiful figure. Is she ever ______ _

2. I've been trying to _____ up the situation for the past hour,

but J still don't know what's happening!

3. You actually like her? I think she's such a cold ____ _

4. I hate his ----

5. So, what did you find out about her? Give me the ____ _

6. After our fight, I tried to go over and break the ____ , but she

wouldn't talk to me.

7. Let's get down to brass _____ . How much money do you

think she makes?

8. She's gorgeous! What a ________ _

9. How did your predicament finally ______ out?

10. He has a strange sense of humor. He's really off-the- ____ _

l l .  Look at her! She's got a body __________ _ 

12. I only have ten minutes to ______ it together before the

guests arrive.
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B. Underline the word that best completes the phrase.

I. Have you met her? She's a real (journey, trip, vacation).

2. I know you're angry about what happened, but try to go (simply,

hard, easy) on him.

3. I hate her (guts, colon, pancreas)!

4. You're always criticizing me! Why do you feel it's necessary to

keep putting me (up, in, down)?

5. I just thought I'd pop (in, up, down) and say hi!

6. Life isn't always a (breakfast, dinner, picnic).

7. (Cut, Slice, Dice) to the chase! What really happened?

8. I heard you're about to (hover, takeoff, land) a big job!

9. Look at that guy's muscles! What a (block, clock,jock)!

IO. Got any new (sand, dirt, mud) to tell me? 

11. She's really strange. I'm telling you, the (lights, lamps, flashlights)

are on, but nobody's home.

12. They're so poor, they don't have a single (brick, trick, stick) of

furniture.

C. Fill in the crossword on the opposite page by using the words

from the list below

knockout 
dirt 
jock 
crazed 
land 

size 
cut 
off-the-wall 
cold 
tacks 
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ACROSS 

I. __ (to be a) adj. to

be a stunning beauty.

2 

6. 

7. 

___ n. gossip, scandal.

___ n. athlete.

8. __ (to be) adj. to be

agitated as a result of

being very busy.

9. ___ oneself

something exp. to

acquire something after a

great deal of effort.

3 

DOWN 

2. __ (to be) adj. to be highly

unusual and bizarre.

3. get down to brass __ (to)

exp. to discuss the prevailing

essential matters.

4. ___ someone or something

up (to) exp. to evaluate

someone or something.

5. __ fish (to be a) exp. to be

an unfriendly person.

8. __ to the chase (to) exp.

to go directly to the most

essential part or culmination of

a story.
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D. Choose the appropriate slang synonym of the italicized word(s ).

Write the corresponding letter of the correct answer in the box.

D 1. He's such a muscular and

virile man. 

D 2. What a beauty!

D 3. Absolutely!

D 4. He's always agitated as a

result of being so busy. 

D 5. Got any new gossip to tell me?

D 6. Look who just arrived without

notice! 

D 7. She always criticizes me.

D 8. I' II go establish

communication with them. 

D 9. He has a body that's

exceptional. 

DI 0. Believe me.

D 11. How did your dinner party

conclude? 

DI 2. He's hiihly unusual and

bizarre. 

A. crazed

B. hunk

C. puts me down

D. Take it from me

E. popped in

F. turn out

G. break the ice

H. I'll say

I. knockout

J. dirt

K. that won't quit

L. off-the-wall
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A CLOSER LOOK: 

Exclamations & Sounds Used in 

Comic Books and Cartoons 

Anyone who has ever watched a cartoon or read a comic book has undoubtedly 
encountered ·an array of colorful exclamations. On occasion, cartoons quickly 
flash exclamations on the screen during climactic fight scenes to give a comic
book-like effect. These whimsical interjections are commonly used in daily 
speech to add impact and excitement to a descriptive story or simply to express 
an entire thought or feeling with just one sound. 

After exploring the following list, you'll certainly agree that a single sound is 
worth a thousand words. 

Argh! exclam. used to indicate 
extreme frustration• Argh! I 
can't believe she's going to make 
us sit through another one r�f'her 
songs! 

Blah! exclam. used to indicate 
dislike for someone or something 
• You actuallr like her? Blah!

Blech! e.rclam. a response to having 
tasted or seen something 
unpleasant• Blech! I ·ve never 
tasted anything so revolting! 
• NOTE: The -ch in blech! is
pronounced "-ck'' or simply as a
guttural sound.

Boom! exc/mn. used to describe an 
explosive sound • He was driving 
home at midnight when boom! He

was suddenly hit by another car.' 
• NOTE: This term may also be
used as a noun: Did you hear the
loud hnn111 outside."

Crash! exc/am. used to describe the 
sound of two or more objects 
colliding • The baseball i,vent 
crash! Right throuf?h the window' 
• NOTE: This term may also be
used as a noun: / heard a crash in
the kitchen!

Eek! exclam. used to dent>te fear • 
Eek! There's a mouse running 
around on the .floor.'

Eww! exclam. a response to having 
tasted, smelled, or seen 
something unpleasant • Eu'H'! 
That smells horrihll:'.' 

Gee! l'Xcla111. • I. used to denote 
disappointment• Gee! Every 
time I try and hake a cake, it 
hurns.' • 2. used to indicate 
admiration• Gee! He ·s so 
muscular.'• 3. used to indicate 
disapproval • (;('('.1 I'd n('ver 
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wear a dress like that! 
• VARIATION: Gee wiz! exclam.

Geez! exclam. used to denote 

exasperation and disbelief• 

Geez.J Why did you tell her our 
secret? 
• NOTE: This exclamation is a
euphemism for "Jesus!"

Gosh! exclam. used to indicate 

surprise • Gosh! I wonder why he 
suddenly hit him! 

Grrrrr! exclam. used to indicate 

playful anger• Don't talk to me 
today. f 'm in a bad mood! Grrrrr! 
• NOTE: Grrrrr! is a humorous

imitation of the sound an enraged

animal makes when provoked.

Gulp! exclam. used to denote 
impending doom• My mother's 
ionna be so mad when she comes 
home and finds out what we did. I 
think she just pulled up in the 
car! Gulp! 
• NOTE: "Gulp!" is usually said

somewhat quietly.

1-1-1-I-I! exclarn. used to denote

disbelief• /-/-/-/-/.' Look what
she's wearing! 
• NOTE: Pronounced:
eye-y 'eye-y'eye-y 'eye-y 'eye!

Kaboom! exdam. used to describe a 

sudden explosion • That bomb is 
gon11a go kaboom! a11y second. 

Ow! exclmn. used to denote pain • 

Ow' T/Jot hurt! 

Pew! e.rclam. used to describe a 

repulsive srneLI • Pew.' I think 1ve 

just passed a skunk! 
• VARIATION: P.U! exclam .•
P. U! Do you smell that?

Phew! exclam. used to express great 

relief after experiencing high 

anxiety• Phew! What a relief! I 
thought the boss was gonna fire 
me but instead, he gave me a raise. 

Piuck! exclam. a response to having 

tasted, smelled, or seen 

something unpleasant• Piuck! 
What smells so horrible! 

Pow! exc/am. used to describe a 
sudden attack • The victim was 
just standing on the sidewalk 
when pow! this big guy punches 
him in the face! 

Sigh! exclam. used to denote 

disappointment and resignation • 

I like her so much but I know 
she's not interested in me at all. 
Sigh! 
• NOTE: "Sigh.'" is said quietly in

resignation.

Smash! exclam. used to describe the 
sound of two or more objects 

colliding with such force that 

breakage or damage occurs• 

(breakage) As I was clea11ing the 
xlass vase, ! lost my grip on it 
and smash! It hit the.floor and 
broke into o 1nillio11 Little pieces.' 

• (damage) The other driver went
though the red light and .rn,nsh!
He dented my car!
• NOTE: This term is also

commonly used as a verb: Mx
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brother bought a new car last 
week and already smashed it. 

Thwack! exclam. used to describe 

the quick dry sound of two or 
more objects colliding but 

causing no breakage • Her 
mother slapped her right in the 
face. Thwack! 

Whack! exclam. used to describe 

the quick dry sound of two or 

more objects colliding but 

causing no breakage• It was the 
first time I've seen an actual 
birth. The doctor first slowly 
pulled the baby out, then whack! 
He slapped her on the buttocks 
and she started screaming. 
• NOTE: This term is commonly
used as a verb: She whacked him
in front of all the guests!; She hit
him in front of all the guests!

Wham! exclam. • 1. used to 

describe the sound produced by a 

fast moving object stopped 

abruptly by a stationary object • 

She was so angry as she left the 
room, she slammed the door as 
hard as she could. Wham! I 

thought the whole house was 

ioing to fall clown! • 2. used to 

describe a quick action • It didn't 
take long.for the plumber to.fix 
the pipes. He just tightened 
something and 11:/wrn! He i-vas 
done.' • 3. used to describe a 

quick sexual action • Our 
u1111iversary ii·a.rn 'tat all 

rnmantic. I thought we were 
going ra spt?nrf n nirC' quiet 

evening making love. Instead, it 
was just wham! and then he went 

to sleep! 
• NOTE: A common and

humorous rhyming expression

describing quick love-making is:

Wham! Bam! Thank you, ma' ani!
For example: With him it's just

'Wham! Bam! Thank you,
ma'am!'; With him it's just

'Let's have quick sex! Thank you

and good-bye!'

Whew! exclam. used to express 

great relief after experiencing 

high anxiety • Whew! What a 
relief! I thought the policeman 
was gonna give me a ticket! 

Whoa! exclam. (pronounced: woh) 
• 1. used as a way to tell the other
person to stop an action • Whoa!
I don't want to hear about that
anymore! • 2. used to indicate
complete confusion • Whoa! Did
you understand what our math
teacher was talking about? • 3.

used to indicate sexual

enthusiasm • Whoa! Look at her!
She's beautiful!

Whoops! exclam. • 1. used to 

indicate sudden recall of a duty • 

Whoops! !forgot to go to the 
store today. • 2. used to indicate 

an accident • Whoops! I 
accidentally dropped my glass of 
water on the floor! 
• ALSO: Oops! exclam.

Whoosh! exclam. used to 

demonstrate the sound made by a 

fast moving object• Did you see 
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how fast he drove by us? 

Whoosh! 

• NOTE: This term is commonly

used as a verb: Did you see him

whoosh by us?

Wow! exclam. • 1. used to indicate 

surprise • Wow! What was 

that?!• 2. used to indicate 

excitement• Wow! Your new 

car is beautiful! 

Yike! exclam. used to indicate 

surprise and concern • Yike! 

Look at the size of that bee! 

• VARIATION: Yikes! exclam.

Yipe! exclam. used to indicate 

surprise and concern • Yipe! 

Look what your little brother is 
doing! 

Yuck! exclam. a response to 

having tasted, smelled, or seen 

something unpleasant• Yuck! 

That tastes terrible! 

Yum! exclam. a response to having 

tasted, smelled, or seen 

something that excites the 

appetite • Yum! That chocolate 

cakes looks fantastic! 

Zap! exclam. used to indicate a 

quick and sudden attack• / took 

a can of insect repellant and 

zap! I killed the fly instantly. 

• NOTE: This term is commonly

used as a verb: / took a can (d° 

insect repel/ant and :apped the

fly!

Zowie! exclam. 1. used to indicate 

a physical attack • He insulted 

her and -:.owie.' She hit him right 
in the face.' • 2. used to indicate 

enthusiasm and surprise • 

Zo'l-vie.1 Look at that gorgeous 

�uv! 
(, . 




